











Even though the fishing wasn't as hot as it was two week's prior
to my arrival, when the Lodge's twelve-boat fleet of 31-foot Ber-
trams tallied a record g5 blacks in six days, almost every boat

| accompanied as a photographer landed at least one black daily.

Black marlin, blues, and tuna are targeted through trolling live
bonitos, and sails and smaller tuna by pulling rigged dead bally-
hoo. On my last trip there, dorado in the 40-pound class were so
thick they were like pests, but by throwing out a ballyhoo before
the dorado were able to mangle the five-pound bonito baits, we
were able to land some tasty dinner fare without interrupting our
marlin fishing for a second.

Dockmaster Albert Battoo encourages the guests to spend some
time inshore, and those that are able to curb their single-minded
pursuit of black marlin enjoy some incredible inshore action.
When | was there, trolling Rapalas just

offshore, casting poppers, flylining smaller live baits, and drop-
ping down live bonito on downriggers resulted in catches of
some of the biggest black grouper, roosterfish and cubera snap-
per I've ever seen.

From January to March, TSL only offers weeklong bookings that
amount to six days of fishing and seven nights. Half-week pack-
ages are available in December and from April to September.
The stay is all-inclusive, except for extras like massages, drinks
and tips. A masseuse lives at the resort and caters to the whims
of clients from & a.m. till 11 p.m., and guests enjoy a swimming
pool, Internet room and a deluxe gift shop featuring handcrafted
gold jewelry that's panned from the Pifias River.

Tropic Star Lodge also has a private boat membership where

the owners can sign up for a fee and moor their boats inside
Pinas Bay. They have an approval process and memberships are
limited to 10 or 12. Membership allows clients to purchase fuel
and use TSL's amenities during certain hours.

| mentioned before that Coiba Island is uninhabited. That's
actually not 100 percent true, because one of the widely accepted
experts on the Coiba region, Tom Yust, has managed to secure a
lease with the Panamanian government for several of the remain-
ing structures on Coiba Island. His business is called Coiba
Adventures.

“The buildings we lease are rustic, and since there are no services
for 70 miles, we bring in everything ourselves to outfit these
duplex cabins, from our own A/C units, to fuel, beds tackle,
stereos, and curtains. | have a Peruvian chef and a super sharp
mate that's worked with me for nine years. We have a ‘cherry’
1969 31-foot Bertram with an Imron coat that prevents scratches-
it's immaculate-and it has new engines, tuna tubes, and is
outfitted with 21 rods that range from 8o pound bent-butt setups
to high-end spinning tackle. | also have a 22-foot Mako with a
225hp. four-stroke Suzuki for fishing the skinny waters and
getting in close to the rocks, beaches, rivers and mangroves.”
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