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secs the Indescribable luminescent hlue-
green-purple flash of o dolphin coming
up fas satern, he shoves the throttbes
forward hoping o outrun the fish. Some-
times, but not ofien enough for the
skipper's equanimity, this mansuwver sug-
ceeds. Decasionally there arrives on the
scene soamebody who wamrs to caich dol-
phin, to the confusion of locals 10 whom
anything less than o monster black mar-
lin i= a bullhead,

One such dolphin fancier i (ondly
remembered by John Doonan, pilot of
the plane that new whisks khermen Mrom
Fanama City to Pifias Bay in 45 minuiés.
““His name was Marcel,” Doonan recalls,
“and, of course, he was a pourmet and,
of course, he was a Frenchman. 'We'd go
out trolling in the morning and belfore
we'd even reached the fishing walers
Marcel would have the butter melling
in the frying pan, the parsiey chopped,
and a little packet of secrel herbs stand-
ing by, The sscond somebody landed o
dizlphin, Marcel would be up on that
deck with a sharp knife, In less time than
it takes to tell it he"d sirnddie the dolphin,
slash o couple of steaks off him and mce
below to plop it in the pan, For the rest
of the day, Marcel'd just it around with
n smile on his fmsee.™

But not all the fishes of Pifas Bay are
as benign as the dolphin. There is, in
these waters, as astounding an array of
sharks and other evil animal life as i o
be found east of the Great Barrier Reel
of Austrufia, It 5 nob uncommon o sec
six or eight different types on one day’s
cruise: spinner sharks, which come whirl-
ing oul of the water, all the betier (o #un
schools of baitfish; great white sharks,
the deadliest of the man-eaters; hammers
head sharks and shovel-nosed sharks,
leopard sharks and tiger sharks, harm-
less whale sharks, nurse sharks, makos
and blues. When marlin are being butch-
ered, the sharks assemble in convention.
Throw & loal’ of bread overboard and
they will take jt, paper and all, in one
gulp. They are also partial 10 humans,
When boats go down off Panama, there
arc hardly ever any survivors, The cur-
rent talk around Pifas is of an American
who dived overboard a few weeks ago (o
unfoul a line twisted around & propel-

fer. He survived, bui it has been strongly
i
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PANAMA TRAVEL FACTS

GrTmsG TeamE: The first-class round-
irip flight from Mew York to Panama
City costs 3440 (economy is 5295} Pan-
Arm's jets leave mighily: Braniff has three
jets & week, A twin-engmed amphibian
Cirurnman Mallard picks up the fisher-
man at Panama Chy airport and puts
him down af the club’s beach (580 ¢ach
round trip). sTavisG TeemE; There are
five duplex cotuapes, cach containing two
apartments with double room amd &
balh-dressing room. The bar has good
drinks and there are good Texas steaks
in the restanmant, where the chel akso
will cook wvour fresh-caught fish (even
the black marfin). Codinges, restaurant
and har are air-conditionsd. Althoegh
the sun beats down unmercifally, there
are praciically no mosquitoes. Rates afe
%20 each per day, meals included, and
reservalions require an advance depaonit
of 35 per person per day, For reserva-
tomns snd information wrie 1o Club de
Pesca, Apartado 6813, Panama, R.F., or
500 Simons Bldg., Dallas 1. PEcacius
i the cables address. nmweG mipes; The
recond flsh are caught in the Gull of Pan-
nma round Taboga lsland, the Pearl 1s-
lamnds and Pifias Bay. There B year-rousd
fishing for marlin, Pacific sailfish, am-
berfack, dolphin, bonito, jack crevalle,
grouper, sea bass, snapper, jewfiah and

mackerel, The Club de Pesca’s nine new
fishing boats have dicse] engines and ship-
to=shore radio. Superb tackle, from the
lighiest to the heaviest, is provided, Sin-
gle-engined boats (30 Feet) rend for 590
u day, twin-cogined (33 feet) for 5100
A deposit of 323 per day s required in
advance. A nolive boy im @ small boat
will take you to Punta Molino, where
you can fish from the rocks with light
tackic for bonio, snapper, grouper and
even the occasional dolphin. A Ficense
i nol required, ner B there a |amil.
HuURTING THERE: The Daren junghe
just oulside the Club de Pesca™s back-
yard, There aredoer, jaguar, wild pig and
dozens of varietes of walerfow! waii-
ing- But bring your own eguipment. In-
formation on hunting can be obimined
by a leiter 1o any one of the following
tour operadors in Pamama City: Boyd
Brodhers Travel Service, Fidangue Trav-
el Service, Junghe Jim Tours, Persons
Travel Bureaw and Tivedl Travel Agency.
WOHTSEE=G: A 1l-minute ride in a
cayveca, the local dugout canoe, will iake
youl 1o Santa Dorolea, a4 primitive a vil-
Imge (5t ks budlt on stikis) as you can find
anywhere. A loag walk [n the jungle will
iake you to an abandoned gold mine,
bl be sure bo take & guide—the Indiang
sometimes do pol care for sirangerns.
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The fifth fish hit at 11 am. and im-
mediaiely took off on one of those trade-
mark-registered tail-walking acts sochar-
acteristic of the breed. *“Sefior!” the cap-
tnin shouted. “'He ees a beeg one.” He
was, for o fact, somewhat lorger than
Keks, and JUSL &k fasl out of the star-
ing gate. Line siripped off the reel and
produced that whine which, to the big-
game fisherman, is more beautiful than
the Erofca, Occasionally the big fish
would pause in his tavels and ailow
himsell 1o be pumped bock toward the
boat, Five times he was almost o the
transom, while the cager mates stood by
with the flying gail and a lassa, But the
marlin would couni the house and take
right off, wanting no part of this strange
J3.foor Roating fish, Each time he made
o run, friction on the drag would lur the
feel inlo an ingot of hot steel, and the
mates (uriously splashed water on neel
and fisherman alike. After four exhausi-
mg hours, the marlin snapped the 250.
pound lest leader with one thump of
his iil,

Ay, Sefor!™ said the lurious captain,
“?ﬂ'l.l h:“ m-r

“Yes,” [ said, “Just lucky, 1 guess.™

t goes withoutl saying that

thiz fish, like all fish | have

lost, would have been o world record.
Indeed, the waters of Pinas Bay have
pocounted already for 12 International
Ciame Fish Amociation records for black
marlin, amberjack, sailfish, blue marlin
and silver marlin, and this despite the fact
that the place has been scandnlously un-
derfished, Until recently, one had to beat
one’s way 0 Panama City, then hire a
boat 1y make the two-day cruise south-
east through the Bay of Panama to Pifias.
Once there, one slept on the boat; ac-
commexdations were nonexistent. But
those fshermen who were willing 1o
make the effort were rewarded beyond
all reasonable hope, Webiter Mermiti, n
fishing caplain from Jamalca who de-
ceded on living at Piftas Bay afier seeing
how life was lived in Philadelphia, Mi-
amd and Panama City, remembers a cus-
tomer who fought a big marlin for 17
hiours, until long after midnight, only to
b the fish on what was, incredibly, the

]

4%h or 50th jump, Four days later the
fisherman boated a S60-pound black
markin in four hours,

All stories about Pifias eventually pet
arcund fo the Schmidt brothers, Louis,
Ted and John, who have skippered boats
in the area for years (it was Louis Schmidi
who took the Walkers oul on their re-
cent orgy of marlin caiching), They teil
of the day Louks hooked into a big mar-
lim and fought it for two howrs before an
ill-fitting harness cut inlo his back and
forced him to give up the rod to his
brother John, The marlin weighed 1,006
pounds and was, up to then, the first
1,000-porund back marlin ever caught on
rod and reel. Since two men had handled
the rod, the IGFA could not certify the
catch as i record, bul the group did send
i certificate of honorable meniion io
Louls Schmidt who, becawse of a child-
hood sccident, has only one arm and one
leg. Bigas this fish was, there are certainly
bigger black marlin around Pifias. Dr.
William T. Baikey, a marlin fisherman
and specialist in radiotsotopes at Giorgas
Hospital in Pannma, tells of one:

“John Schmidt hooked a marlin off
Jagué Polnt, and it camie up and jumped
right near the boat. When that fish
plopped back into the waler it was exactly
as though somebody had dropped a yacht
in there. Everybody gasped, but nobody
sifd a word. They knew this was “the big
one.” You see him once in your lifetime;
vou have one chanoe. 'Well, John setiled
back for the fight., The fish began to take
out ling—zip, zip. John tightened down
on the drag. He had ¥%-thread line, more
than 100-pound test, and he knew he
coubd give the fish plenty of pressure, The
linve kept going out. John gave the drag all
he could without snapping the line, and
they backed down on the fish as fast ns
the boat would go. The line settled down
Lo a steady whir, Without the slightest
decreass inspoed, the madin stripped the
reel and snapped the line. Five hundred
yards of line against o 100-pound drag,
and he ran it off as if he was just out for
a Sunday stroll, You figure out how big
that marlin was!™

The first lesson the novice fisherman
must learn in dealing with monsters like
this is that there is no small amount of
danger involved. It is a difficult lesson to

teach, After all, the tenderfoot protests,
that is only a fish out there, Yes, but it
i5 a fish that can swim 30 miles an hoar,
and 1,000 pounds of fish proceeding at
that speed can generate enough momen-
tum to cause all soris of mayhem, The
greal master Farrington himsell tells of
a fight in which he was yanked all over
the deck, suffered a broken finger, a
broken hand, a broken meel, a broken
chalr and numerows other injustices, and
had to be admitied fo a hospital for
cxamination. A ceriain mate on 3 Pifkas
Bay boat had a habit of holding the line
in his teeth while e snapped a loop of
lime onto the ouwtrigger. One day o marlin
chose that moment 1o sirtke, and now the
miate hat a smile like a professional jce
hockey player. Mot even the boat is safe
from the wrath of the marlin, Sometimes
one will spear a boat while trving o
wrest free of the hook; at other times
they will accidentally ram the side while
chasing alter the smaller fish that olien
congregale in the boat's shadow, The
usual procedure, if the bill remains in
the boat, is to saw it down fush with
the hull, sandpaper and vammnish it. Then
it beoomes o badge of honor, and the
skipper will never tire of welling you the
whole slory,

nother problem in fish-

ing for black marlin in

Pifias Bay may be charncterized best by
the offhand comment of & woman who
proclaimed after a day’s trolling, “*I have
never seen the sailfish worse than they
wore today!™ By that she meant that
the sails, ceriainly to be counted among
nature's noblefishes, had been cven big-
ger peats than usual. When one is expect=
ing Beluga caviar, one dossn't wanit shad
roe, and when one is fishing for black
marlin one hopes that the sailfish will
stay home in bed, Likewise with dolphin.
Pifizs Bay has a population of dolphin
so dense that it would come as no sur-
prise to see ichthyologists suggest some
sort of a birth-control campaign. The
dolphin are everywhere, hacking at mar-
lin baits too big for their mouths and
ripping and slashing at the two feathered
Jigs that are trolled on handiines to pick
up live bonito for bait. When the skipper
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Freedom
has a long

memory

In Eastern Europe,
eighty million people live
with only the memory of
freedom. Radio Free
Europe's daily broad-
casts keep thiz memory
alive. Help preserve this
sacred hope by support-
ing Radio Free Europe,

Send your contribution fo

Radio Free Europe Fund
P. 0. Box 1963, Mi. Vernon, M. Y.
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ANNOUNCE NEW WAY
TO SHRINK PAINFUL
HEMORRHOIDS

Science Finds Healing Substance That
Relieves Paln —Shrinks Hemerrholds

For the first time science has found a
new henling smbstanes with the sstonlsking
abillty to shrisk hemorrholds and o relleve
paifi, Thoueands have bien relloved =without
resort Lo BErgery.

In case after casa, while Elh“]’ rellevin
:.nin. actual redpetion (shrinkage) uﬁﬁ

are,

Moat amazing of all = resglts wers B0
thorongh that suferers Emads astopkaking
statemanta like "Piles have cesssd to ke o
preblem!™

The secrel [s & now heallng subatacce
[Bio-Dyne¥) —discovery of & world-famous
resgarch [natitute.

This substanes ks mow avallables In sup-
;ﬂﬁi"ﬂ of sintment form under the mame

reparalion % Ask for it at all drog
townters
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impressed on himm that he should never
altempl {6 repeat the feat,

And if the sharks are not enough o
keep the fisherman from dangling his
fegt in the water, there is the sea snake,
The sea snake 5 a cute little fellow, sel-
dom cxceeding three leed m length, col-
ored in handsome shades of brown and
yellow, with five or six dark bands on his
tail. His occupation is chasing minnows,
and nature has fattened his body some-
what to give him more mancuverability
in the water. Mature has also provided
him with a deadly pokon and pesitioned
him in the fnmily of cobras. You spot
sen anakes evervday in Pifas Bay, and i
is sald that they are so timid and docile
that some of the natives remove them
from fAsh nets bare-handed. {1 am unable
to document this, and 1 did not try pick-
ing them up bare-handed mysell, as
there wat not sufficient time for such
exXpErimenis. )

There is almosi no end to the kinds
and varbcties of nguatic life in the rich
vaters of Pifias Hay, and ohe can never
be sure what is going to hit one's bait or
rise out of the depths to circle the boat
ominously, Forexample, tnke the experi-
ence of one of the ubdquitous Schmidts,
One night Ted Schmidt was sleeping
soundly aboard his boat, anchored n
the bay, when he was awakened by an
almost imperceplible clanking sowand.
Schmidi became annoyed and chmbed
out of his bunk to tie down what he
thought must be o loose piece of hard-
ware rolling around on the deck above.
But as he clambered to his feet, long
expericnce on boats made him realize
instanily that they were under way,
though showly. Schmidt grabbed a flash-
light, played it around the deck and
discovered that the anchor chain was
taul and running dead ahead. The heavy
fishing boat and anchor were bemg
towed by a manta ray that had caught
its hamns in the chain and was now head-
ed south for the winter. Schmidt started
the engines, applied a burst of full speed
nstern, Aipped the mania ray free of the
chain and went back to sheep,

Ironically, these muiti-ton mantas
and the other monsirous inhabitnnts of
Pifins Bay arc there simply because the
smallest organisms of the otean ame

G

there: plankion. The food chain staris
with phnk!nn, both the plant and ani-
mal varieties. It hangs in the waler in
great curimins, made visible much the
same a5 dust is sometimes made visibis
in & room by a slanting ray of sanlight.
Some of the planktons are phosphores-
cent: at night, boais leave long trails of
ghittering green and gold behind them.
The rooplankion feed on the phyio-
plankton; timy minnows feed on ithe
rooplankion; from there the chain rans
sirnight through sardines, anchovies,
skipjacks and biue runners to bonilo,
grouper, amberjack and dolphin, then
up through larger :lp:cil:l like sailfish,
Jewfish and, hanging around the edges
walting for some baitfish o stray, the
marlin. Sometimes the whole chain is
starkly visible in one huge cloud of
frenzied feeding activity, marked at the
surince by the bonito stirmng the water
to & canldron, cormaling the sardines and
the skipmcks ke cowhands, hacking
them o pieces in cver-diminishing cir-
cles of spray. Just abowe the surface
of the water, gulls wheel in ravcous
gluttony, picking up the leavings and
occasionally suffering a nmip from an
overnxious boniio.

f you are liscky, you may see

that slickest pirate of them

all, the frignte bird, supervising the ac-
tivitles of his emplovees, the cormoranis.
The frigate bird hovers high averhead on
wings six and seven feet long; you can
witch him all day and never see a flicker
of movement in the wings. He was built
for gliding; his bones are filled with out-
size air pockets to lighten the load. The
frigate bird likes the same delicacies as
the cormarant, but he does not like to
exert himself. 50 when he s2e8 8 cOrmao-
rant come up with a fish, the frigaie bird
swoops down and grabs the meal away.
After this happens o few times the cor-
moranl decides (o go someplace else,
whereupon the frigate bind descends
once again, beais his wings about the
POGT cormorant’s head and makes it
plain that he had better stick around if
he knows what's good for him. Mow the
cormorant may decide to sulk, but the

frigate bird will have none of that, either,
s iz
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considers that the Japinese have b
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Al of these sights ware observed by
8 wealthy Texan, Ray Smith of Dalla
who liked what he saw (and caught) and
prompily pulled off the mpossible. He
equipped 40 Chooo Indmns with ma
chetes and aves and set them oot the
task of clearing & camp on Pifins Bay
By January of this vear, Smith's camp
had growan nlo the Club de Pesca de
Fanama, a 5600000 umgle ishing club
featunng an arr-condiioned saloon and
the only matived wilh Texns acsenls on
the entire Facilss coast of Pamamn, For
the first weeks of the club®s exisience
most of L% Cusiiemers wene |.""l..||'|'-_ El-
ther (mends of Smith from Dallas or
friends of Mriends. The result [ e
[ArY, O |‘|||5'I|_-~._l is matives whio reler
[0 ever =|~.|'|_ Texas ll_\:l.'_ 0% |'II!:: old™
or *'litthe birty Thee timiest bt of Texas
hoastmanship has crept in, oo, @4 in
the fishing=boat créewman who ratrosluced
himsell and mmedsiely added: 1 am
g beiter fisherman than my brother.”
O the one who sEsd: "'l have an un
cle. He s a doctor. Plenty school. Plenty
ey,

W rthal, the rdiives who run Club de
Pesca de Panamd, some of them imporied
froam Panama City and some of them
from primifive viklages around Piflas Bay,
rermain sweel and unspodled, and ns un
like mos! American fishing guides and
hovlel personne a8 one could imagine
(it in the bay on one of Smith’s nine
deepwaler Boals, [He crewmen sSCm mio-
tivated by & desire o keep the fisherman
from having 1o move s0 much asa single
digit. If one heads lor the beer coaler,
one suddenly secs a streak of brown in-
tercepting one's path, followed quickly
by a hand proffering o botthe of ** Belboa,
conlenide agfcabalico mindme J1.30%.

maximo JHEL pov peso,”” opencd and
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THE JOY OF SMOKING
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big sdvaninge |5 a bonger, iweeter smokr,
good 1o the lam dottte. Doubly assured
when yous tobacco s Bond Sireei.
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wrapped gently in a napkin. The crew-
men's campaign o keep the fisherman
happy extends even 1o emotbonal mat-
ters, Az Alejandro Anderson, skipper ol
one of Smith’s boats, explama:; *'1 12l
my men, “When the hshermen laugh,
you laugh. If they frown, you frown." "
It & like looking n a mirror all day.
There are disfurbing signs, however, that
this benign naivetd will not last forever,
and belore long all the natives will be as
gsophisticated as a Mew York City cab-
driver. Bob Brister of Fhe Housion
Chramiche thought he might have seen
the first indication on a recent tnip to
Club de Pesca. Three wild-looking Choco
Incdians, clad in loincloths and (ancy
headdress, appeared near ihe club and
Brister asked them if he could snap their
picture. Said the Indians, *'One dollar.™

Despite the troppings of civilimation
that Smith has introduced—the waier
sofieners, the drvdock, the power pland,
the air condiiioners—he has done lile
to change the cssential character of Pifias
Bay. From the air one sees only a oom=
plex of buildings with thaiched rools
{concealing aluminum roofs) landscaped
with banana trees and coconut palms on
a hillside mmning down (0 the beach.
Omn the ground one sees wild orchids,
egrets, sand crabs and cannibal ants.
There & aboul the whole camp some of
the mood of works by Joseph Conrad
and Grmham Greene: a heavy steaminess
ol mir, a lushness of growth, a lassitude.
One hallway expects to see Trevor How-
ard siep rom behind a eucalypius tree
and bum a light, his native girl lurking in
Lhe blu.:kgl‘ﬂulld.ﬂ'bﬁ pnl'm: ol thiree colin=
tries prowling the jungle lar him.

For his part, Ray Smith, who made his
maoney in trecking and oil, merely thinks
of the place he carved out of the jungle
a8 “neal bul nod gaudy, a phace whose
randyere o Sire 1% marlem. The club sereed
a large part of its purpose a few months
ago, =0 far as Smith is concerned, when
he weni ouwi and nailed a 18645 -pound
black marlin on |2-pound test line, a
new IGFA record. I think there are
gomg to be all kinds of records set here,”
he says, “now that the place 15 being
fished a linke harder.” Meanwhile, he
wiges a constant fight against the jun-
ghe, which encroaches on the camp with

n

2 dinbolical tenacity. Four men are em-
ploved full time hocking away al the
mahogany, balss, cedar, hibiscus, coco-
nut palms and just plain weeds that in-
ftrate the grounds, Less of a problem
bt always lurking in the back of one’s
mind in the middbs of dark nighis, is ihe
animal life of the ruin forest 1o the rear
There are the moccasin and the coral
snake, the fer-de-fance and the bushmas-
fer. There 18 the cute littke merache, o
lizard that moves so fast 11 can run seross
streams and ponds, its feet never break-
ing the surface tension. Thus he is more
commonly known as the Jesls Cristo
The minule you fnd voursell growing
attached 1o the [accinating litile mera-
che ¥you man inte ope who iakes an
instant dislike to you and bites you in
ihe leg. sometimes chasing you at blind-
ing specd to do it Al the other cxtrems
ang e mouniam cows, domestic callle
that have gone wikd. They welgh up to
BO00 pounds, have huge curved horns
and think nothing whatever of charging
you because of the cokor of your socks.
Somewhere between these ban mischacis
is the antcater, a big fellow who, upon
sighting a human, siends wpright and
beckons with his arms, as thowgh (o el
you to come on in and mix it up. Mo
one knows whether he really wants you
to put up your dukes and fight hke a
man of nol; no one has ever tred (o
find ost.

Blui these denirens of ithe
Jungle, along with the
puma, the inguar, the ocelol, the iguana,
the wild boar, are more the creatunes of
evenimg diseussions in the bar than they
are crentired of reality. They give hunian
heangs & wide berth; you woidld kave to
go out of vour way to see them. And
anyway, Clubde Petca de Panami doesn 't
face backward into the jungle; it looks
oul 1o sea, where the bonito chum up the
waler and the wild black marlin dance
on their tails and giant manta rays glide
in ferocious-looking harmbessness, The
aame of the ¢lub is the tip-off, Tranilaied
from the Spanish and the Indinn, Ray
Smith's club is named: **Club of Fish of
Abundance of Fish.” Even for a Texan,
thai 5 an undersiatement. EHD
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A school of bonito, breakfasting on sardines, turns the sea to foam
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